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Long, long ago, there lived a well-known filial son and an unfilial son in a country. 

First, let’s look at the daily life of the filial son. In fact, there is nothing particular 

about the filial son even if you follow him all day long. His life was quite ordinary. 

But when the sun set, the filial son heated the floor of his parents’ room by burning 

firewood in the fuel hole. It was not particular, either. As you know, all the other 

people didn’t let their parents sleep in a cold room. After burning firewood, the 

filial son made bedclothes for his parents to sleep in a warm air of the room. These 

are the things that can be expected from ordinary people, too. But the filial son 

was not content with this. When the time came for his parents to go to sleep, he 

bothered to lie under the coverlet of his parents in order to warm the inside with the 

temperature of his naked body. Thanks to the filial son’s such careful concern, his 

parents could sleep well under the warm coverlet as soon as they went to bed. 

The next day, whenever they met the village people, the filial son’s parents 

were very loud in their son’s praises, saying “Our son’s filial piety is beyond 

description.” These remarks spread quickly from mouth to mouth until all the 

country people came to respect the filial son. A star, as it were, a filial son came into 

being in the village.

On the other hand, An unfilial son living in the same village always had the feeling 

of unfairness. He was, in fact, more sincere than the filial son. He was so diligent 

by working from the very early morning that he could accumulate quite a lot of 

fortune. In spite of his hard work and efforts to support his parents on his own, he 

was always labelled “an unfilial son.” He secretly became jealous of the people's 

Whether He Is a Filial Son or Not 
Is up to His Parents.
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praises that his friend was a filial son. At last he felt the surge of resentment. For he 

always had to live under the blame that he was an unfilial son. 

One day, he sneaked into the filial son’s house stealthily. He thought, “How can I 

win the praise of 'the filial son’? If I do the same as my friend, I will have a good 

reputation that I am a filial son.” After he followed him all day long watching the 

filial son’s actions with breathless attention, the unfilial son smiled complacently, 

saying “It’s really easy to be a filial son. There’s nothing particular.” 

At dusk the next day, the unfilial son heated his parents’ room by burning firewood 

in the fuel hole just as the filial son did. He waited for the sleeping time to come 

after he made bedclothes for his parents on the floor near the fireplace. As the time 

neared, he took off his clothes and warmed his parents’ coverlet with his body’s 

temperature. At the moment, his father came into the room to sleep. To his surprise, 

however, he found that his son was lying under his coverlet! What an unfilial 

thing it is! He had a fit of anger, and scolded and beat his son wildly with a stick. 

He yelled, “How ill-mannered you are! How can you sleep under your father’s 

coverlet? What an unfilial son you are!”

On the next day, his father didn’t calm his anger and vented his resentment on every 

people he met by speaking ill of his son’s bad conduct. Of course, he blamed his 

son by calling him an unfilial son. The rumor spread quickly from mouth to mouth. 

So all the village people avoided the unfilial son.

What do you think about this story? Are you a filial son, or an unfilial son? Are you 

making your children filial ones, or unfilial ones? In the same situation, you can 

also make your children filial ones or unfilial ones.

Not only in the case of a filial son or an unfilial son, but in the case of life itself, the 

same is true. The world becomes different according to your world view. According 

to whether you have a positive view or a negative view, life becomes different as 

greatly as the difference between heaven and earth. 

Are you going to change all your relations positively into desirable ones? Or 
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are you going to wallow in grief by looking on things negatively from a biased 

viewpoint? If you should change your children at all, don’t you want to change your 

children into filial ones? There is a great law of mind in the universe. Earlier the 

Buddha realized this and said in the Dhammapada as follows: 

 

Mind is the foundation of all things.

If one thinks about good things in his mind,

His speech and action will also be good.

And happiness follows him just as

the wheel follows the foot of the carriage.

 

Mind is the foundation of all things.

If one thinks about evil things in his mind,

His speech and action will also be evil. 

And suffering follows him just as 

a shadow follows an object.

 

Isn’t there a saying that when you smile there happen things pleasant to smile? If 

you think and act brightly, bright energy is formed around you. Even if you have 

thought and acted dismally and negatively so far, please take the trouble to think 

and act brightly and positively. Character can be changed if you try. Since the 

present ‘I’ is not something permanent and constant, you can upgrade your life by 

adopting a new kind of thought and action. Now I give applause of admiration to 

those who changed their lives brightly and positively in order to enjoy a happy life. 
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