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Home-saving Campaign by
rDeep Kindness of Parents Sutra

In the 1970s, the Sae-maul (New Community) Movement began and the whole society was driven
toward one direction under the name of the industrialization. Too much always causes harmful side-
effects. The 1970s saw the beginning of such phenomenon.

Yongjusa, the temple whose foundation dates back to the ancient Silla period, was rebuilt by the King
Jungjo for his father, Prince Sado.

As it were, since it was a temple where we can see the King's devoted filial piety sublimated to the
Buddha's great compassion, it is naturally related to the filial piety. In addition, that the pictures about
Deep Kindness of Parents Sutra; painted by Danwon Kim Hong-do were better than any other ones
in the domestic temples is one of the reasons that I relate Yongjusa to the filial piety. And if a nation
stands rightly, home must stand rightly, and if home stands rightly, the filial piety must be established
rightly. Thus, I started the home-saving campaign by utilizing "Deep Kindness of Parents Sutra,

"Deep Kindness of Parents Sutra, tells about 10 significant kindnesses of parents:
(D The Kindness of Providing Protection and Care While the Child is in the Womb
(@ The Kindness of Bearing Suffering During Birth
(3 The Kindness of Forgetting All the Pain Once the Child Has Been Born
@ The Kindness of Suckling the Child at Her Breast and Nourishing and Bringing up the Child
(® The Kindness of Eating the Bitter Herself and Saving the Sweet for the Child
(®The Kindness of Moving the Child to a Dry Place and Lying in the Wet Herself
(@ The Kindness of Washing away the Unclean
The Kindness of Always Thinking of the Child When It Has Travelled Far
(9 The Kindness of Deep Care and Devotion
The Kindness of Ultimate Pity and Sympathy

At those days Deep Kindness of Parents Sutra; was enough to save Home, but now I wonder
whether I should attribute it to the change of times, but it is a great pity that people assert only their
own rights and freedom, not thinking of the kindness of their parents and its repayment. If one
knows about the kindness, he cannot do a wrong thing. It was just such a purport that the tower and
monument of Deep Kindness of Parents Sutra; was established in Youngjusa in spite of great
difficulties.

When I became a Buddhist monk, I felt that I deeply hurt my mother’s feelings. So when I was
propagating Buddhist doctrines in Youngjoo, I took my mother to the Tongdosa. Tongdosa is a
great temple and is well-known for its solemn worship before the image of Buddha. After seeing
the impressively grand worship ceremony, my mother finally approved my monkhood, saying “You
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should act well as a monk.”

Once a month [ visit the Bubwangsa Temple in Daegu to give my Dharma talks. A few years ago
late at autumn on a rainy day, just when I was about to leave after my Dharma talks, a new woman
Buddhist opened my door and was at a loss. She said she came to see me because she wanted to. I told
her to enter the room and while hearing about her story I made a short time travel to the days when I
was a chief monk at Yongjusa 25 years ago.

Introducing herself as Her Jung-hoe, she told me that she was born in Suwon and lived there after
her marriage. She said that from the beginning of her marriage life her mother-in-law believed in
superstition and her family affairs were always tangled up with mess, and that if things went wrong
even slightly, she ascribed that to her, and she could not avoid a hard married life in her parents-in-
law’s home. At last owing to the memory of the primary school excursion, she decided to take refuge
in Buddhism and took her mother-in-law to Youngjusa. Not being a Buddhist at that time, she didn’t
know whom to meet, but thinking of the word the chief monk she met me. She said that I had opened
the door wide and given her a joyous welcome. And according to her, I had told her and her mother-
in-law that Buddhism is not a superstition, and that I had given them a Dharma talk about 'Deep
Kindness of Parents Sutra; . After that time, they became a Buddhist and lived in perfect harmony
under the protection of the Buddha.

Afterwards, they went to Youngjusa to see me again, but found that I had gone to another temple, and
put off the date of a meeting until they saw me in Daegu. She said that even in Bubwangsa in Daegu
she had seen me several times, but didn't have courage to see me until that very day after the lapse of
25 years. With her eyes full of tears she said that my kindness made her lead a happy life today and
expressed her sincere gratitude. And she asked me how she could repay the kindness. Since I heard
that she started her calligraphy in 1978 and her piece of calligraphy was accepted for the National
Art Exhibition, I told her that being absorbed to calligraphy was the repayment of the kindness of the
Buddha and I left Daegu.

Originally the conflicts resulted from the human relationships are resolved only when we abandon our
self-centered thoughts and put ourselves in other people’s place. Putting oneself in another person’s
shoes is called Yuckjisaji(Z B 2) in Chinese character.

However, we do not perceive that all our human relationships are based on our false self and egoism,
and that we continue to act on the selfish and self-centered thoughts. Probably it is not because the
woman Buddhist and her mother-in-law were persons of peculiar character that they had quarrels,
believed in superstition, and visited the shamans. The problem was the selfishness in their hearts. If I
had given them a Dharma talk then, it would have been about such selfishness.

And since Buddhism is a religion starting from our mind, in connection wjfh superstition I would have
reprimanded them personally. And to the woman Buddhist as a daug
her a Dharma talk on 'Deep Kindness of ParaQETSutra L . Anyway,
live in peace and quiet and m er happy home!

I felt pleased to meet a good Buddhist. On my way ho
said: “Every early morning I practlce 108 &ostratmns» a

Parents Sutra; with a praymﬁ 2 N
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